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The Ring this year was very good, in my opinion, and the best all round singing that I have encountered in some eight Rings.  I may have heard individual parts sung better, such as Domingo as Siegmund, but the overall was excellent.

The outstanding voice is undoubtedly the Alan Titus’s Wotan;  an American, he is superb and last year was his first appearance at Bayreuth;  for my money he is better than James Morris or John Tomlinson.  I think that last year may have been also the first time for a truly wonderful Brünnhilde - Evelyn Herlitzius.  I have heard Anne Evens, Gyneth Jones, D. Polaski, Gabrielle Schnaut but this slip of a girl was as good if not better than any of them.

Another who I thought was superb was Olaf Bar, who does  Donner and also Gunther. What a rich voice he has.  The Japanese lady, Mihoko Fujimara, who sings Fricka is a great delight and really made her presence felt on her all too rare appearances.

Siegfried is well if not brilliantly sung by Christian Franz.  I heard him in Berlin and he’s probably the best Siegfried around today, but then no one can really sing the part;  was Melchior the last of the helden tenors?  I heard Jerusalem many times and he is well past it.

Walküre as always was wonderful.  It is probably the loveliest and most lyrical of them all, and the first act must be Wagner’s greatest.  You have a wonderful Siegmund in Robert Dean Smith - I saw him recently in Lohengrin in London, and a gorgeous Sieglinde in Violeta Urmana.  

Some few did not care for the production but I thought it was excellent and at no time in contradiction with the music, and he has a lot of genuine whimsy which I enjoyed.  The Gods with their bags and household effects all packed in the first act of Rheingold ready for the trip to Valhalla. The exercise machine in Siegfried ….. there is no time for the Gods or Nibelungen, and Alberich as a Capitalist in his office instead of his mine, ….. all good fun.

